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I believe that every student is entitled to receive a quality education, that all students should
graduate high school, and that post-secondary transition planning should be provided equitably
and holistically. For far too many of our disabled students at ETHS, especially disabled students
with intersecting marginalized identities, these benchmarks are not being met.

I am running for ETHS School Board because I believe that disabled students and their families
deserve a seat at the table. As a disabled person myself, your students with disabilities are part
of my community–I will fight for them.

As I am actively engaged in the disability community, I have a broad understanding of disability.
I also have a disabled ETHS student who went through D65 schools, and I work with
neurodivergent young adults through one of our local transition programs. I have taken
workshops in Universal Design for Learning through Searle Center for Advanced Learning and
Teaching (NU) and I’ve created curriculum and taught classes using those principles.

Through my own experiences, learning, and participation in equity-related initiatives, I also have
a strong understanding of intersectionality. Equitable outcomes for disabled students cannot be
fully realized without the use of an intersectional lens; we must look at identities including race,
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, socioeconomic status, language–and in some cases, intersecting
disabilities–when looking for ways to improve outcomes and experiences for students with
disabilities.

While there is much improvement that is needed with respect to SPED at ETHS, I think the
following initial focus areas would offer improvement in student outcomes: (i) reducing
suspensions of disabled students by promoting systems that identify root causes of behaviors
and increasing supports for these students while increasing professional development
opportunities for teachers and staff, (ii) expanding co-taught class offerings and increasing
transparency with respect to how these classes are assigned, scheduled, and allocated, (iii)
empowering students with assistive technology using an integrative approach, which includes
applied practice for students and professional development opportunities for teachers.

As a board member, you can count on me to read every report, interrogate data, connect dots,
and investigate beyond board packets (did I mention that I’m an autistic scientist?). I will ask
questions; I won’t let our students be erased. I will answer your emails, because I care.
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